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Field Day — Come join the fun and bring a friend!

JoMarie, KM6URE

Field day is ham radio’s Open
House and it will be June 22—
23,2024. It is a way to welcome
the public to come learn more
about ham radio as well as op-
erators to explore other aspects
of the hobby. The American
Radio Relay League (ARRL) is the
national association for amateur
radio, connecting hams around
the US is the principle organiza-
tion for this activity. ARRL
boasts that Field Day is the largest on-
air amateur radio event in the world
with more than 40,000 hams through-
out North America setting up temporary
transmitting stations in public places to
demonstrate ham radio's science, skill
and service to our communities and our
nation. It combines public service,
emergency preparedness, community
outreach, and technical skills all in a
single event. The event includes a con-
test to contact as many other stations
as possible and to learn to operate our
radio gear in abnormal situations and
less than optimal conditions. This years
theme is ‘Be Radio Active’.

Locally, in Santa Cruz County, our two
radio clubs (San Lorenzo Valley Amateur
Radio Club and Santa Cruz County Ama-
teur Radio Club) have often joined forc-
es for planning the event. A 2024 Field

Day Committee was created and their
first order of business was to secure a
location. The Field Day committee an-
nounced this past week that

Grant, K6BDP, has invited to hold Field
Day on his property - the old Par three
golf course in Aptos (2600 Mar Vista
Drive). It includes seven acres of land to
spread out and it is in close proximity to
highway 1. A site visit is being planned
to identify set—ups for the different
stations including phone (voice),

CW (Morse code), satellite, digital, VHF,
and a GOTA (“get on the air”) station
that is staffed with a coach. Food and
publicity are two other items that are
important in getting organized. The
general schedule of the event is Friday,
June 21: setup day, Saturday, June 22:
day #1 of operations, Sunday, June 23:
day #2 of operations and teardown. If
you are interested in helping out
with the organization reach out to
Craig, N6SBN at Monte-
reyl0@hotmail.com or Jim,
KN6NCG at jim@kn6éncg.com.

Set your reminders to come visit
on this weekend in June and con-
sider bringing a friend to lure into
the hobby!
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Aptos Par 3 History

Do we have to worry about golf
balls flying over head on Field
Day? Sadly no! The Aptos Par
Three Golf Course opened for play
1962 with a 9- hole course and
operated for more than 35 years
but closed its doors in 2000. It
was where many locals and visi-
tors learned to play golf; where
beginners of all ages, seniors, and
the physically-challenged, all,
could enjoy their sport at their
own pace. The Par 3 was where
parents and grandparents could
spend hours playing alongside
their children and grandchildren
on a course that was challenging,
but not overwhelming.

The area is zoned for parks, recre-
ation, and open space. The undis-
turbed setting of the property has
fostered a home-site for Monarch
butterflies, Allen's hummingbirds,
red-tailed hawks, deer, and other
wildlife. And for a short time this
June, a large array of aerials!



Equipment available to
loan

Santa Cruz Communications Sup-
port have FOUR kits available for
loaning to allow ham operators
participate in a deployment
when they have limited equip-
ment. Three kits are for a vehicle
deployment and includes Mobile
dual-band radio Icom IC-2730,
mag mount antenna, battery and
kneeboard. The other kit is for
stationary outdoor deployments
and includes the vehicle kit with
additional supplies of a tripod
antenna, lighting, and pop-up.
Contact John Gerhardt for check-

ing out.

New Technician class?

We still need more interest in a
class to organize. It is a bit of work
to coordinate and host a class.
Please encourage sign-ups if you

are aware of interest.

Do you have family, neighbors or
friends interested in getting their
ham radio license and want a class?
We are taking sign-ups from people
interested to assist in planning.
Please share this link to those inter-

ested: https://rebrand.ly/ham class
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SAVE THE DATE: S.A.F.E. is being rerun

on Sunday, June 9th 1400—1600. Hope
to hear you then! Watch your email for
additional details.

SAVE THE DATE: We have received dates
of July 15—20th for the Santa Cruz Re-
gional Active Shooter And Casualty Care
training. Our role is perimeter monitor-
ing. The event organization is being led
by Sgt. Randall Hop of the Santa Cruz
County Sheriffs department. The loca-
tion is changing to a different school loca-
tion more centrally located in the county.
Specific location is being withheld until
scheduling begins.

The two membership meetings in June
(June 19th) and July (July 17) will be tak-
en over by a potluck social at Skypark.
Come join in on the lovely evening soiree
and yacking about ham radio.

SAVE THE DATE: 2024 Cal OES Coastal
Region Radio Exercise August 24th
1200—1700. This exercise reaches be-
yond Santa Cruz County and stretches
from Humboldt and down the coast. The
exercise will be simulating a complete
black out and/or severely impacted inter-
net system following a major earthquake
along the coast. Roberta, AJ6KN is partic-
ipating in the planning calls and will share
more information as the event date ap-
proaches.



Report your volunteer hours!

The reported volunteer hours for March 786 hours. Please remember to
enter your hours on the form on https://xczcomm.com/index.php/hours-

reporting/

Reporting the time you spend on ARES and ham radio activities reminds
county public safety managers that we’re around and ready to serve in
time of need. Also, when you report your hours, your call sign is entered in
a monthly drawing. When you win, you get to select a valuable prize! Con-
gratulations to Christian, AC3T, last month’s winner.

Save the Dates: ARES Events

Resources

2024 SCC ARES Events
Approx. or o
Date Event confirmed Description
date?
Strawberry Fislds Forever is an annual benefit bike ride
Strawberry Fields Forever Y through some of the most beautiful regions of Santa Cruz
May 18, 2024 Bike Ride Canfirmed County. ARES provides comms between rest stops and SAG
vehicles.
July 15 -20, 2024 Shooter and Casualty Care |Confirmed P P . P ng rar s
S active shooter. ARES provides perimeter monitering in
Response Training PR .
maintaining a closed event location.
July 4, 2024 Aptos 4th of July Parade Confirmed We provwgs monitoring of the public to provide informatien to
the Sheriffs
Race through the Redwoods is a 10K foot race that starts and
finishes at Roaring Camp but the majority traverses the
) redwoods in Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park. Itis
August 18, 2024 Race through the Redwoeds |Confirmed promoted by the Felton Business and Community
Association. ARES provides monitoring of runners positions
and safety for the organizers.
September 11-15, 2024/Santa Cruz County Fair Confirmad ARES provides Met Control functions for Sherriff Office,

Security, and Fair personnel.

September 22, 2024

Santa Cruz Triathlon

Approximate

Santa Cruz Triathlon is a non-prefit that donates proceeds to
various athletic programs in the county. ARES provides
monitoring of participants positions and safety for the
organizers.

Qctober 25th, 2024

Halloween Trunk or Treat

Approximate

Trunk of Treat is organized by the Santa Cruz Sheriffs. ARES
provides monitoring of participants along with closed road
staffing and shuttle parking location.

Save the Dates: Other Events

2024 Other Radio Events for Ham Operator Participation

Date

Event

Approx. or
confirmed dat:

Description

April 18 - 21, 2024

Sea Otter Classic

Confirmed

Waorld premiere Cycling festival. Ham radio operaters provide
communications from the Fort Ord National Monument
backcountry. More information: https://sbcara.org/otter/

April 28, 2024

Big Sur International Marath

Confirmed

Point to Point foot race/run along Highway 1 from Big Sur to
Carmel. Ham radio operators provide communications along
the route. e email: Jeff Ackerman—KG6UYZ at
kgGuyz@gmail.com for a volunteer

form.

June 22-23, 2024

ARRL Field Day

Confirmed

A national activity promoted by ARRL to share all the various
aspects of the Ham Radio. Often hosted by both radio clubs
of the Santa Cruz County. More information to be shared at
a later date.

Website:
https://xczcomm.com/

Reporting volunteer
hours:
https://xczcomm.com/
index.php/hours-reporting/

e Upcoming events:
https://xczcomm.com/
index.php/calendar-of-

events/

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
ARES-of-Santa-Cruz-County-
Ca-296232310799866

Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/431308973875528

PIO Articles:
https://

arrlsantaclaravalley.org/

news/ or

https://xczcomm.com/

index.php/news/

e XCZ Comm You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCHZH8TUSgh4SqHTPXSWol
PA

o Submitting deployment
documents:

send in PDF form to
EOC.ARES@santacruzca.gov

e Submitting personal infor-
mation such as DSW ap-
plication, personal data
update, education certifi-
cates:

email K6PDL@ARRL.net,
KM6SV@SLVARES.org, and
EOC.ARES@santacruzca.gov

-
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FOUND ON THE WEB: RepeaterBook.com

Allison, KM6RMN, PIO

It will be an exciting month for me
in May: my sis and | are going on an
epic Southwest Road trip! Of course
I'll bring my HT with me, so how am
| going to find the best frequencies
to monitor? | was on the verge of

P

buying ARRL’s repeater directory to =
pack in my kit when | stumbled up- s1000
on this website. It looked like it e

would help me to find working re-
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County Codes (2): 085, 087
County Names: Santa Clard, Santa Cruz
Band(s): Zm 70cm
Service(s): M

Sort: County Name, Frequency

rBook

(¢+)) Repeat

O ~OnAr @=O0fAlr = Testing/Reduced O = Unknown
e, o e rrEGUTTCY 1o sooTEn Coen.
Ok 0 & header 10 st Hotes Sexten) Soet AL Carry Dot 15 exzints!

= o
orse 1547 Sants Ot S Gz XEOU RN IR o
O3Mu 1148 Wiy, Laughin Rede Mendoceo  KTWWA N TR °
OSMu 1148 Meoterey Sonterer WER  QOStD MM o
O3Mu 163 Modesto, M3 Oso Salas  WDEN  GEN TR o
0.5 o 100071000 Puso Rodles, Puso Robies Radr Rasch  San Lus WORR oeen ¢3S o
D3N 1000/ 1318 Axadena. Mt Deaggontment o8 Mngeles WAVGP  PRIVATE ASSzar [holek O

peaters on my laptop each night

before setting out, so | took a look. | was in for
a pleasant surprise: Right away, it explained
there was a phone app attached. | grabbed it
free from Google Play Store and was even
more pleasantly surprised when | fired it up.
So I'll cover that first.

RepeaterBook’s phone app taps the user’s
current GPS location to create a listing of all
repeaters in a selected distance range. It
shows call letters, locations, distance and di-
rection, frequency, and tone. If you click on
any selection on the list it also tells you the
band, input and output frequencies, service
type (like “FM” or “echolink”), whether it has
emergency nets, latest information update,
and a 6 figure Maidenhead grid location code,
aka QTH Locator. (I looked that up in Wikipe-
dia -- an excellent subject for a Radio Active
article in the future!)

| tapped on the filter and selected 2m and 70
cm, FM and echolink repeaters, hosts ARES
nets, in a 10-mile range. It showed 10 results,
all of which checked out. It didn’t list WB6ECE,
even when | changed to 50 miles, but it did list
it when | removed the ARES net filter. More
on that later.

According to the site, the data is stored in an
offline mode so that it can be accessed when a
person’s smart device does not have a data
connection. It will locate the closest repeater
even when no cell signal or Wi-Fi is available.
(At least the closest from the last location
pinged, | suppose.) You bet I’'m going to try it
when we’re out of range on the road.

Turning back to the website, RepeaterBook
touts itself as “Amateur radio’s first compre-
hensive, worldwide, free repeater directory.
Powered by the popular community database
of repeaterbook.com, easily find repeaters
across the world.”

It has even more features than the phone app
and incredible filtering flexibility to sort all

kinds of information. Each repeater listing
shows additional status features and repeater
history, supplied by member-contributors.
Search results can be downloaded into
spreadsheets and even ported to device pro-
gramming apps such as RT Systems and CHIRP.
There are a host of other pages on the site
with articles, a wiki, FAQs, legal matters, and --
| found this quirky-- yet another call sign
search tool that is an aggregator of other da-
tabase sites, some of which I’'ve covered in
previous articles.

The lookup tools on the website are free for
anyone to use, but you need to sign up as a
member to unlock the download feature or to
suggest any corrections to the database. |
signed up (it’s free); and once | get more fa-
miliar with the site, I'll research why WB6ECE
was not listed as an ARES host and correct the
matter if it needs to be corrected. (It could be
that the repeater administrators removed that
designation while the Empire Grade tower is
out of commission.)

Note that when you initially land on the web-
site, there’s a warning that they are overhaul-
ing the database, but it doesn’t seem to affect
the features | discussed above. If anything, the
progress status page looks like they are bring-
ing in even more useful features and filters.

If you like the website, check out their Face-
book presence for updates and webmaster
gossip. It also gives tips for using the database
in new ways.

https://www.repeaterbook.com/
https://www.repeaterbook.com/wiki/
doku.php?id=repeaterbook_app
https://www.facebook.com/repeaterbook/

If you know a cool website, podcast, YouTube
series, or online tool, send me a heads-up at
KM6RMN @SLVARES.org. I'll check it out and
pass it on to the community.
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Santa Cruz County
ARES Purpose

e The Amateur Radio
Emergency Service
(ARES) consists of li-
censed amateurs who
have voluntarily regis-
tered their qualifications
and equipment with
their local ARES leader-
ship for communications

duty in the public service

when disaster strikes
e We are not fire fighters
or police or sheriff’s of-

ficers. We are volunteers

who care about our
communities by using
our emergency commu-
nication skills.

e Before volunteering in
an emergency we first
take care of ourselves,
our family, and our
home.

e We value every mem-
ber’s contributions, irre-
spective of license class,
years of experience, or
the price tag of equip-
ment.

Ham Radio’s Motto

"When all else fails — ham
radio works". That is be-
cause, when all the normal
communication systems
stop working, Ham Radio is
still in operation, helping
people, conveying messag-
es, and sometimes, even
saving lives.

Communications Corner: Texting 911 and using SOS

Roberta, AJ6GKN, Net Control Coordinator

As communicators, we need to know
how to use all of the tools in our toolbox
and our cell phone is one great commu-
nication tool.
Sometimes, there is no cell service, BUT
you are able to get a short text message
out. You can use this mode to contact
911 if no other method is available.
» Enter the numbers “911” in the “To”
field
P The first text message to 911 should
be brief and contain the location of
the emergency and type of help
needed
Push the “Send” button
Be prepared to answer questions
and follow instructions from the 911
call taker
P Text in simple words — do not use
abbreviations
Keep text messages concise
Drop a pin on a map (Apple or
Google maps are tested) to get your
latitude and longitude location coor-
dinates (it looks like 37.05277° N,
121.89534°W; 37.05277, -121.89534
or sometimes 37°3’ 9.97”, 121°53’
43.22" (degrees, minutes, seconds
format). You don’t have to under-
stand it — just copy and paste the
coordinates into your text and 911
will know how to find you or the
incident you are reporting. But, if
you would like to know more about
coordinates, google “Latitude and
Longitude explanation” and you will
have plenty to choose from. | like
this short explanation: https://
journeynorth.org/tm/
Longitudelntro.html
For more information and tips — see the
UCSC article here: https://
police.ucsc.edu/crime-prevention/alerts/
community-alerts-current/alert-
121020.html .
If you are unable to even text, you may
have SOS available on your iPhone,
which will connect you with local emer-
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gency services. Some iPhones (later
models) have satellite access capabili-
ties. There are Apple instructions for all
iPhone versions at https://tinyurl.com/
ywwtém4h .

You can even add emergency contacts to
be contacted when you use the SOS
mode.

Medical ID

SO0S Emergency Call

Swipe to call Emergency

X

Cancel

If you do not have an iPhone, you may
not have this capability. Emergency SOS
is available on Android 12 and later. Dur-
ing the recent AT&T nationwide outage,
Wi-Fi calling was suggested until cell
service was restored. That’s all well and
good, unless you have lost internet capa-
bility as well or are mobile. ..
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